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LOCAL PLAN REVIEW: Text Amendment (Case #17-01) to the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance 

Date Received: March 2, 2017 

Dear Mrs. McHugh: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the plan amendment to Dunkirk Master Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance proposal, and your participation in the State agency plan review process. 

The Maryland Department of Planning (Planning) forwarded the plan amendment to Dunkirk 
Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance to select State agencies for review including, the Maryland 
Historic Trust and Planning's Infrastructure and Development Unit; these comments are included 
with this letter. 

Planning is available to provide support in the continued development to future sign regulations. 
Please feel free to contact Karen Mierow, Regional Planner, at (410) 767-3837 or Joseph Griffiths, 
Manager of Local Assistance and Training, at (410) 767-4553. 

Sincerely, 

e 

Charles W. pl 
Director, Planning Coordination 

Enclosures: Comments on the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance proposed sign ordinance amendments 

cc: Stuart Sirota, Assistant Secretary of Planning Services 
Joseph Griffiths, Manager, Local Assistance and Training 
File 
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Maryland Department of Planning Review Comments 
for 

Dunkirk Master Plan Sign Guideline Amendments 
March 30, 2017 

The Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) has reviewed the proposed text amendment to 
land use recommendations of the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance and offers the 
following comments. 

Summary of the Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

This is a proposed amendment the plan text of the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance. It eliminates the prohibition of certain types of signs and materials, as well as 
removing a requirement to limit the amount of them. The new amendment has been expanded 
to include local government signage. 

The amendment replaces language found in Chapter 2-Land Use Recommendations, pages 
21-22. The Zoning Ordinance is contained in Chapters 5-6. 

Minimum State Law Requirements 

Section §3–103 of Maryland’s Land Use Article requires a non-charter county, such as 
Calvert to include a Development Regulations Element that would regulate signage as does 
the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance. Per this section, these development 
regulations should encourage: 

(1) the use of flexible development regulations to promote innovative and cost–saving site design 
and protect the environment; and 

(2) within the areas designated for growth in the plan: 
(i) economic development through the use of innovative techniques; and 
(ii) streamlined review of applications for development, including permit review and 

subdivision plat review. 
The proposed amendment to the  Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance meets this 
requirement. 

Planning Comments 

• The proposed changes to the Dunkirk Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance have been 
reviewed and are found to be consistent with the 2012 Master Plan. It is anticipated 
that the local Architectural Review Board will evaluate all signage proposals for 
conformity to local goals. 

• The intent of the language should be used to guide any changes to zoning ordinances. 
• Maryland Historic Trust (MHT) and Maryland Department of Planning Infrastructure 

and Transportation (MDPI-T) have reviewed and have no comments. 
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